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Serenity and Adventure Await in Surry County, NC

Within a Half Day’s Drive for 50% of the Population
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Intro & Getting Here

Welcome to a memorable getaway in Surry 
County, a top destination in the heart of North 

Pilot Mountain provide authentic experiences 

A visit to the vineyards on the Surry County 
Wine Trail (18 at last count) reveals tasty wines, 

who pours your wine is also the one who made 

The natural, mostly undisturbed countryside 

Paddle enthusiasts are surprised to learn that 
Surry County is a statewide leader in building 

When the dinner bell rings, vineyard chefs 
craft menus from farm-to-table ingredients, 

And what better way to cap a perfect day 

Southeast meets the Mid-Atlantic, 

Interstate 77 runs north-south 

county easily accessible for travelers 

Alternately, southeastern travelers 
can conveniently reach the area via  

Commercial air travelers have 
two options — Piedmont Triad 
International airport in Greensboro 
is just over an hour away, while 
Charlotte Douglas International 

New York City  9 hours
Orlando  9 hours
Indianapolis  8 hours
Cleveland  7 hours
Jacksonville  7 hours
Nashville  6 hours
Atlanta  5 hours
Charleston, SC  4.5 hours
Richmond  4 hours
Augusta  4 hours
Knoxville  3.5 hours
Charleston, WV  3 hours

 
Sam Dean Photography

The Tourism Partnership of Surry County extends gratitude to the following photographers and organizations for 
their contributions: 
Absolutely Country Wedding Barn, Blue Ridge Craft Trails, Martha Bassett, Sara Brennan,  
Kate Bruce, Julian Charles, Justin Costner, Robbie Curlee, Carolina Getaway Cabins,  
Carolina Heritage, Vineyard, Sam Dean, Craig Distl, Travis Dove, The Farm in  
Dobson, Jess Emin, Travis Frye, Richard Hill, Horne Creek Farm, Kenny  
Hooker, Leah Hughes, Andy Jay, Hobart Jones, Erin McGrady, Dave  
Petri, Christina Riley, Bill Russ, Shelton Vineyards, Jenny  
Smith, Stony Knoll Vineyards, Surry Arts Council, Three  
Trails Hotel, Visit NC and Caroline Whatley.

This visitors guide is published by the Tourism Partnership of Surry County. The guide, along with its companion website YadkinValleyNC.com, serves 
as a planning tool for visits to North Carolina Wine Country. Check the website for changes and the latest updates. The TPSC is a collaboration of the 
following tourism development authorities: Mount Airy, Elkin, Dobson, Pilot Mountain and Surry County.

P
Here in Surry County, we enjoy the great 

rivers and old-growth forests, all framed by 

anglers enjoy hundreds of miles of trails in 

Fisher River Park and 
Granite 

City Greenway to strenuous uphill climbs at 
Pilot Mountain State Park and along the NC 
Mountains-to-Sea Trail

The Elkin & Alleghany Railroad Trail turned a 

access points along the Ararat River, Fisher 
River, Mitchell River and Yadkin River
four rivers provide 100 miles of navigable 

The Surry Scenic Bikeway
designated system of road cycling trails 

of four large loops, with connectors and spur 

rolling hills of wine country or feel the burn at 
Pilot Mountain State Park with a 1,400-foot 

There are 36 miles of state-designated 

streams have headwaters in the high elevation 
Blue Ridge Parkway, another 

Find Your Trail in Surry County
That Next Great Adventure Awaits in NC’s Yadkin Valley

Pilot Mountain State Park

Grassy Creek Trail Yadkin River Mitchell River

4Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC



WINE COUNTRY

The best of North Carolina wine country awaits in 
Surry County where thriving vineyards add tapestry and 

The Surry County Wine Trail connects 18 wineries 

In 2003, brothers Charlie and Ed Shelton of Shelton 

federally designated wine appellation, highlighting 
a terroir that provides ideal conditions for growing 

agricultural venture for farms that once depended on 

5

SURRY COUNTY WINE TRAIL

Heart  of the Valley

Popular grape varietals include: Cabernet Franc, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Chambourcin, Merlot, 

with tasting rooms and patios that feature sweeping 

Mountain, the vineyards give life to the countryside in  
a way that was hardly imaginable at the dawn of the  

The Surry County Wine Trail was created in 2018 to 

award-winning tasting experiences in the heart of North  

Aerial view of Shelton Vineyards
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SURRY COUNTY WINE TRAIL



Surry County Wine Trail
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Wonderful Yadkin Valley Tasting Experiences

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Adagio Vineyards 

Fun fact: Named for musical term that 
means to perform slowly with passion 
AdagioVineyards.com

Carolina Heritage Vineyard & Winery 

Outdoor seating, live music, on-site lodging
Fun fact  
organic vineyard 
CarolinaHeritageVineyards.com

Elkin Creek Vineyard 

Outdoor seating, restaurant, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Produces a wine from the German 
grape Dornfelder
ElkinCreekVineyard.com

Golden Road Vineyards 

 
food trucks
Fun fact  
Homegrown by Heroes vineyard
GRVwines.com

Grassy Creek Vineyard & Winery 

trucks, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Multiple trails on-site, including a 
forest bathing trail
GrassyCreekVineyard.com

Haze Gray Vineyards 
Dobson, North Carolina
Outdoor seating, live music, food  
trucks, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Winemaker Deane Muhlenberg  
is a former Navy “Top Gun” pilot
HazeGrayVineyards.com

Hidden Vineyard 
Dobson, North Carolina
Outdoor seating, live music, food  
trucks, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Vineyard trail features great views 
of the peak of Pilot Mountain
Hidden-Vineyard.com

JOLO Winery & Vineyards 
Pilot Mountain, North Carolina

 
restaurant, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Named among Top 100 brunch 
locations in America 
JOLOVineyards.com

Jones von Drehle Vineyards & Winery 
Thurmond, North Carolina
Outdoor seating, live music, food trucks
Fun fact: Premier music venue with outdoor 
stage and amphitheater  
Jonesvondrehle.com

McRitchie Winery & Ciderworks 
Thurmond, North Carolina

Fun fact: Ring of Fire red wine is one  
of NC’s all-time favorites
McRitchieWine.com

Old North State Winery 
Mount Airy, North Carolina
Outdoor seating, live music, restaurant & bar
Fun fact: The winery has its own line of 
casual Southern apparel named Fish Hippie
OldNorthStateWinery.com

Pilot Mountain Vineyards & Winery 
Pinnacle, North Carolina

 
monthly food events, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Large windows in tasting room 

PilotMtnVineyards.com

Round Peak Vineyards 
Mount Airy, North Carolina

trucks, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Has its own line of craft beer,  
plus an 18-hole disc golf course
RoundPeak.com

Serre Vineyards 
Mount Airy, North Carolina

trucks, on-site lodging
Fun fact: View stunning mountain sunsets 
from the tasting room terrace 
SerreVineyards.com

Shelton Vineyards 
Dobson, North Carolina
Outdoor seating, live music,  
amphitheater, restaurant
Fun fact: North Carolina’s largest  
family-owned estate winery
SheltonVineyards.com

Slightly Askew Winery 

Outdoor seating, live music, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Sweet wine lovers enjoy the large 
selection of fruit wines
SlightlyAskewWines.com

Stony Knoll Vineyards 
Dobson, North Carolina

trucks, on-site lodging
Fun fact: Viognier named the state’s best 
wine at 2023 NC Fine Wines Competition
StonyKnollVineyards.com

Surry Cellars 
Dobson, North Carolina
Located at Surry Community College, visits 
by appointment only
Fun fact: Wines available at Little Italy in 
Dobson & The Wisdom Table in Elkin
Surry.edu

 - denotes pet-friendly locations

Winery Treasure Map
Wine country getaways begin with the 
Surry County Wine Trail map.  
It combines winery 
locations, lodging 
details and key info. 
Also included are 
four breweries and 
a distillery. 

WINE COUNTRY

Vineyard Excursions
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Wine tours provide a fun, relaxing 
way to sip your way through the 

options available for individuals, 

of Yadkin Valley Wine Tours
cruise in a Chevy Suburban, while larger 

which are open to the public and have a 

Parkway Wine Tours has shuttled 
people from one tasting room to the next 

The winery hopping Elkin Vine Line

-

in style in a vintage 1939 Cadillac Fleetwood 
Imperial stretch limo via Heart & Soul Wine 
Tours

who stay at Heart & 
Soul Bed and Breakfast 

Another interesting 
mode of transport is a 

into a bench and admire 
the rolling hills through 
wraparound windows 
as Good Time Trolley 
Tours

bar lets riders enjoy 

Frog Holler Wine Tours hosts groups as 

wineries to visit via minibus and choose 

Frog Holler is one of four services that 

Chauffeured Tours: an Easy Way to Explore Wine Country

Fine Wine Tours
Savor the best of the Yadkin Valley and 
leave the driving to the pros. Our tour 
companies are 
happy to customize 
an ideal itinerary. 
They plan the trip; 
all you do is sip.

WINE COUNTRY

Heart & Soul Wine Tours

Elkin Vine Line

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC



Explore Options Galore

in the tranquil countryside as well as in our 

the one that’s right for you.

9

Take Your Pick of
Countryside Cabins

WINE COUNTRY

Cottage at Haze Gray Vineyards

Carolina Getaway Cabins

Elk’s Hidden  Passage

Tobacco Cabin at Hidden Vineyard

10



Chase away the winter blues with an 

The Yadkin Valley Winter Wine & 
Beer Passport provides a fun and 

economical way to experience North Carolina 

at award-winning wineries and craft breweries 
throughout Surry County in the heart of the 

The passport program has expanded 
over the years to more than a dozen tasting 

tastings, along with a few craft breweries and 

one tasting per location, and a two-person 
passport that provides two tastings per 

All passport holders also receive discounts 
at accommodations, restaurants and retail 

Muhlenberg of Haze Gray 

just the idea of having 
something fun to do for 

or spreading it across 

This annual program 

collaboration between 
the Surry Wineries 

Chamber of Commerce 

things slow down and you often get to meet 

Experience a Season Full of Tastings in the Yadkin Valley

Elkin Creek Vineyard

Winter Wonderland
To learn more about the Winter Wine & 
Beer Passport, see a list of participating 
locations, and purchase a passport 
online, scan the code. Passports are 
also on sale each 
winter at many of 
the wineries and 
breweries.

WINE COUNTRY

Winter Wine & Beer Passport
Elkin Creek Vineyard

Haze Gray Vineyards

Winter Wonderland
To learn more about the Winter Wine & 
Beer Passport, see a list of participating 
locations and purchase a passport 
online, scan the code. Passports are 
also on sale each 
winter at many of 
the wineries and 
breweries.

Shelton Vineyards

11 YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

The Yadkin Valley is Ideal  
for Destination Weddings 

* JURIED ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW *
* LIVE BLUEGRASS & OLD-TIME STRINGBAND MUSIC *

* WORLD-FAMOUS GROUND STEAK SANDWICHES & FOOD FOR THE SOUL *
* CHILDREN’S AREA & ACTIVITIES *

PRESENTED BY F/DISCOVER DOBSON

ALWAYS THE 

SECOND 

 SATURDAY 

IN JUNE

DOWNTOWNDOBSON

Dream weddings come 
true at vineyards and 
rustic barn venues 

Couples love the relaxing, natural 
feel, especially the mountain 

ceremonies, receptions and 

Several wineries along the 
Surry County Wine Trail specialize 

Elkin Creek Vineyard and Serre 
Vineyards

The Barn at Heritage Farm 
in Dobson showcases mountain 
views with a wall of windows that 
brides often use as the ceremony 

barn, across the road from 

400-plus guests in a climate-

The Barn at Blueberry Hill in 

been converted from its original 

The rustic interior combines 
vintage furnishings with modern 

At Absolutely Country 
Wedding Barn near Pilot 
Mountain, the venue 
accommodates 150 guests, while 
the covered arena seats even 

accented with wagon wheels and 
string lights, is an ideal setting 

The newly constructed barn 
at Valley Brook Farm in Mount 
Airy has a cabin feel with stained-

controlled space seats up to 150 
people, and the property has 
long-range views of Pilot and 

WINE COUNTRY
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OUTDOORS

Fox Hunters Paradise Overlook on Blue Ridge Parkway

14

Blaze a Path to  
Yadkin Valley



Elkin Creek Vineyard

Haze Gray Vineyards

Hiking Trails, Biking Trails
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OUTDOORS

location in the transition zone from the 

and eastern side of the county, visitors 

exception to that is Pilot Mountain on the 

Pilot 
Mountain State Park

Grindstone Trail beginning at the visitors 
center and climbing through the woods to the 

challenging one-mile Ledge Spring Trail

Pilot 
Knob Trail

is not allowed at Pilot 

spot is nearby at Westwood 
Park

all centered around the 

Fisher River Park

a secluded, moderate route with hardwood 

the Wells Knob Trail

The two-mile Elkin Creek Mountain Bike 
Trail is a moderate route that travels the 

By Boot or Pedal, These Routes Get the Adrenaline Flowing

Outdoor Adventure
A trip to wine country reveals an 
unending supply of outdoor pursuits. 
Hiking, mountain biking and rock 
climbing are among the many options. 
Learn more about 
getting outdoors in 
the Yadkin Valley 
by scanning the 
code.

Pilot Mountain State Park 

Fisher River Park

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Trail Walks & Greenways
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OUTDOORS

Outdoor adventure can be rewarding 

1 The Elkin & Alleghany Railroad Trail 
-

The route is two miles long (four miles round 
trip) and crosses seven bridges, including a 

-

2 Carolina Heritage 
Vineyard Trail

of the NC Mountains-to-Sea Trail

3 The mostly shaded Loop Trail at Fisher 
River Park

hugs the river, with the remainder meandering 

4 Located down a one-lane country road 
is the Pilot Creek Meadow Walk, part 

while following the mowed trail through 

is a registered part of the Rosalynn Carter 

5 Granite City Greenway 

Ararat River until 
curving westward along Lovills Creek

6 Cumberland Knob Trail provides an 

At the shelter are photo-worthy views of the 

Follow These Six Paths for Less Strenuous Adventures

Elkin & Alleghany Railroad Trail

Granite City GreenwayCumberland Knob Trail

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC



Elkin Creek Vineyard

Haze Gray Vineyards

Winter Wonderland
To learn more about the Winter Wine & 
Beer Passport, see a list of participating 
locations, and purchase a passport 
online, scan the code. Passports are 
also on sale each 
winter at many of 
the wineries and 
breweries.

Four Rivers Run Through It

17

OUTDOORS

Wsurprised to learn three other 

Surry is a leader among NC counties for 

are 11 developed access points and six unde-
veloped access points countywide, and all are 
listed on the Surry County Four Rivers Map, 

The most paddled river is the Yadkin River

for casual paddlers, novices and those wishing 

Avid paddlers often 
gravitate toward the 

The Ararat River is a 
smaller waterway that 

into Mount Airy, where it 
runs alongside the Gran-

there, it continues south-
ward near Pilot Mountain, 

technical waters outside 
of the Carolina moun-
tains, before joining the 

Headwaters for the Fisher River begin 
near Cumberland Knob in the high-elevation 

Fisher and put in at the developed access 

The Mitchell River also originates high in 

Paddle to Your Heart’s Content on Uncrowded Waterways

Four Rivers Map
The Surry County Four Rivers Map 
is available for free online or via mail. 
It showcases all access points, denotes 
which are developed and lists exact 
mileages between 
points. Scan the 
code to begin your 
paddle adventure.

Yadkin River

Rocky Forest River Run

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Pedal the Surry Scenic Bikeway

18

OUTDOORS

T
Here among vineyards and farmland are 

The four loops are the Dobson-Elkin Loop, 
Lowgap-Mount Airy Loop, Mount Airy-Pilot 
Mountain Loop and 
Loop
designated North Carolina Bike Route 4, which 

-
gap-Mount Airy Loop involves a total eleva-

up along the way, including Carolina Heritage, 

 (Insider tip

While the routes are 

riders through friendly small 

in Mount Airy, North Main 

Rockford 
Connector traverses the 
southernmost portion of 

where a number of historical buildings can 

general store across the street and enjoy the 

Cyclists Explore More Than 500 Miles Along Dedicated Routes

All About the Ride
Everything to plan a ride on the Surry 
Scenic Bikeway is on the bikeway’s 
website. Study route maps, calculate 

get parking info 
and chart points of 
interest. Scan the 
code to begin.

Elkin-Dobson Loop

Mt. Airy-Pilot Mountain Loop

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC



19 Southern on Main, ElkinTlaquepaque Mexican Grill, three locations

Outdoor Dining at JOLO Winery and Vineyards, Pilot Mountain

Savor the Flavors
Check out restaurant listings at 
YadkinValleyNC.com. Listings 
can be sorted by town or by 
categories, such as outdoor, casual 

A Taste of  
Yadkin Valley

Kazoku Sushi, Mount AirySouthern on Main, Elkin Harvest Grill at Shelton Vineyards, Dobson

The Wisdom Table, Elkin

CULINARY

Old North State Winery, Mount Airy



Unmistakably
Delicious
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CULINARY

Food Trail Serves Up Mouthwatering Ground Steak

Aunt Bea’s BBQ, 
Pilot Mountain

From meager beginnings in the Great Depression, the ground 

melt-in-your-mouth cousin to the hamburger that nearly a 

mom-and-pop restaurants that serve this uniquely Surry County 

The sandwich is believed to have originated in the 1930s at 

limited resources got more out of ground beef by boiling or 
-

was organizing the dedication ceremony for a Hungry for History 

Freddy Hiatt purchased the Dairy Center in Mount Airy in the 

22

use the ground beef with higher fat to get a 

The recipe stayed a family secret when 

eatery and remains so today as ownership has 

are similar, recipes vary per restaurant, as 
who remembers his great-grandmother 

Central Café, Dobson Dairy Center, Mt. AirySpeedy Chef, Mt. Airy

YADKIN RIVER
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Hungry for History?

23

CULINARY

Get Your Just Desserts on the Sonker Trail

Rockford General Store

The confection is best described as a hybrid between a cobbler 

dough that is sweetened with sugar, molasses and the occasional 

dip, not to be called a glaze!

it can be attributed to the Scottish and Scotch-Irish immigrants 

However the name came about, one thing is clear: This tasty 

Finding the Sonker Trail

Sonker Festival and Lodging

The trail is located in Surry County in the heart of 
North Carolina’s Yadkin Valley wine region. See 
inside for a detailed map.

The Sonker Festival takes place the first Saturday in 
October at the Edwards-Franklin House west of 
Mount Airy. The festival began in 1980 and is 
presented by the Surry County Historical Society. 
More information is available at: www.SonkerTrail.org.
Details about lodging during the Sonker Festival, or 
at any point during the year, are available at: 
www.YadkinValleyNC.com

This brochure was created in July of 2021, with
content current at that time. To see if changes
have occurred since printing, please visit the
website: www.SonkerTrail.org

www.YadkinValleyNC.com

The Surry Sonker Trail was created by the Tourism
Partnership of Surry County in 2015 to highlight a
popular heritage food passed down through the
generations in Surry County, NC.

Celebrating a one-of-a-kind dessert 
found in Surry County, NC

www.SonkerTrail.org
(800) 948-0949

An Overview of Sonker...

Types of Sonker

Nobody knows exactly how sonker got started, but it 
has been a staple for generations in Surry County, NC.

The common belief is people made sonker as a way to 
stretch usage of their fruit in tough times, or as a way 
to utilize fruit that was toward the end of its ripeness.

Sonker is similar to a pot pie or a cobbler. It comes 
about by blending fruit and unshaped dough, often 
sweetened with sugar or sorghum cane molasses.

It often includes a dip (glaze) made of cream, sugar or 
molasses, and a few drops of vanilla extract. This is 
usually poured over the sonker in the dish.

The crusts vary. Some recipes call for a pie-like 
crust, while others call for a bread-crumb topping. 
Sometimes sonker is made in a pot on the stove, with 
a crust that is more akin to dumplings.

Sonker tends to vary by season because the dish is 
made from fruit. Below are the most common types 
of sonker available seasonally, but don’t be surprised 
if you stumble upon a unique creation like savory 
sonker or wine-infused sonker.

Apple
Blackberry
Blueberry
Cherry
Grape

Peach
Pear
Raspberry
Strawberry Rhubarb
Sweet Potato

Surry Sonker Trail Brochure July 2021 V9.indd   2 7/5/21   11:02 AM
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Anchored Bakery
139 Moore Ave., Mount Airy, NC 27030
(336) 705-3449
www.AnchoredBakeryMtAiry.com

Prudence McCabe Confections
192 N. Main St., Suite 400, Mount Airy, NC 27030
(336) 648-8160
www.EatMoreChocolates.com

Miss Angel’s Heavenly Pies
153 N. Main St., Mount Airy, NC 27030
(336) 786-1537
www.MissAngelsHeavenlyPiesInc.com

The Tilted Ladder
105-A W. Main St., Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
(336) 444-4194
www.TheTiltedLadder.com 

Rockford General Store
5174 Rockford Rd., Dobson, NC 27017
(336) 374-5317
www.RockfordGeneralStore.com

Southern on Main
102 E. Main St., Elkin, NC 28621
(336) 258-2144
www.SouthernOnMain.com

Skull Camp Social House
2000 N. Bridge St., Elkin, NC 28621
(336) 258-8124
 www.SkullCampBrewing.com/greatfood

Harvest Grill at Shelton Vineyard
230 Cabernet Ln., Dobson, NC 27017
(336) 366-3590
www.SheltonVineyards.com

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Different Flavors & Varieties Await on the Trail 

24

At Prudence McCabe Confections, 

on sugar, and places them under the broiler to 

Across the street at 
Pies
her orchard and uses a crumb-based crust, 

because when you eat ours with moonshine, 

chef Samantha Coleman serves traditional style 
at Anchored Sweet Treats & Savory Eats

The Tilted Ladder, 
it unexpectedly arrives in a large, stemmed 

Harvest Grill

fruit, often wine-infused, and a scoop of ice 

Ice cream is also part of the recipe at 
Southern on Main

Rockford General Store and eating freshly 

Cherry and sweet potato are favorites, and 

Skull Camp Social House

Harvest Grill

Prudence McCabe Confections

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC
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State Park

Blue Ridge 
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Blue Ridge Music Center
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Serre Vineyards

Round Peak Vineyards

Angry Troll Brewing

Adagio Vineyards

Grassy Creek Vineyard

McRitchie Winery & Ciderworks

Golden Road Vineyards
Shelton 
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Carolina Heritage 
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Mitchell River

Mitchell River

South Fork

Little  Fisher River

Fisher River

Cedarbrook Country Club

 Jones von Drehle Vineyards

Elkin Creek Vineyard

Slightly Askew 
Winery

Skull Camp Social House
River Access Points

Wineries

Breweries

Golf

Distillery

Shopping & Dining

Stocked Trout Waters
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YADKIN RIVER

DOBSON

ROCKFORD

MOUNT    AIRY

ELKIN

PILOT
MOUNTAIN

NORTH CAROLINA / VIRGINIA BORDERNORTH CAROLINA / VIRGINIA BORDER

Pilot Mountain 
State Park

Fisher 
River Park

Midsummer Brewing

Old North State Winery

Thirsty Souls BrewingWhite Elephant Beer Co. 

Mayberry Spirits 

Cross Creek 
Country Club

Pilot Mountain 
Vineyards

Pilot Knob Park

Hidden Vineyard

Haze Gray Vineyards

Stony Knoll Vineyards
Carolina Heritage 
Vineyard & Winery

JOLO Winery  
& Vineyards

Fisher River

Mitchell River

Pauls Creek

Ararat River

Ararat River

Ararat     River

Surry Cellars
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food, the best memories are often created by 

Here are six to consider on your next visit

1mouthful, fully loaded with chili, tomato, 

a line to enter the eatery, located on Mount 

2Some say homemade biscuits are a 

with melted butter are tasty proof that the 

tenderloin or country ham, or indulge in a 

3Shopping for antiques and vintage 

cream sundaes and banana splits are darn 

4go” for meat-and-three specials and 

5Demand is great, so you must call in 

6 A true Southern delicacy is the fried 

the bologna is topped with hoop cheese 
and placed on potato bread or homemade 

Six Tasty Discoveries

27

CULINARY

Follow the Locals to Find These Culinary Treasures

Elkin Creek Vineyard

Snappy Lunch Pork Chop Sandwich Main Street Coffee

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Where Mayberry Blends with Merlot

VisitMayberry.com



TOWNS

Market Street, Mount Airy

Tilted Ladder, Pilot Mountain

Shelton Vineyards, Dobson

Main Street, Elkin

Friendly Towns
If small towns with authentic 

experiences appeal to you, make plans 
to visit Dobson, Mount Airy, Elkin and 

Pilot Mountain in the Yadkin Valley.
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TOWNS

Wine Lodge at Stony Knoll, Dobson

Three Trails Hotel, Elkin

Part of the joy of travel is staying 
in interesting places. Here are four 

options to consider when planning your 
next visit to the towns of Surry County.

Uniquely 4 You
Andy Griffith’s Homeplace, Mount Airy

Chateau at JOLO Vineyards, Pilot Mtn.

30
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Steeped in nostalgia and friendly 
charm, Mount Airy is the 

Fans reminisce about their 
favorite scenes as they stroll Main 
Street to visit 
Shop, stop by 
Store
sandwich at Snappy Lunch, which 

eatery, The Loaded Goat, is named 

Mayberry Squad Car Tours depart daily 
from , ferrying 
passengers in vintage Ford squad cars to 

Spending time downtown reveals Mount 
TV 

Land Statue of Andy and Opie

Museum, where more than 1,000 pieces of 

Adjacent to the museum is the 
Playhouse

Each September, the town celebrates 

Mayberry Days
seed-spitting contests to bluegrass music, 

the show, and the annual parade, the event 

today with live performances at the Historic 
Earle Theatre and preserved memories in 
the Old-Time Music Heritage Hall

(740 AM) broadcasts its live radio 

Day in 1948 and is the second-
longest-running live radio show in 

Mount Airy restaurants dish out 
plenty of comfort food, from classic 

Great burgers, too!

Surry Sonker Trail
in particular, , 

Enjoy Mayberry & Merlot in America’s Hometown

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Mount Airy, NC
Mountains • Music • Mayberry • Merlot

32

TOWNS

Old-Time Music Heritage Hall

Miss Angel’s Heavenly Pies

Serre Vineyards

Mayberry Days Festival 

the Ground Steak Trail, celebrates a melt-in-your-mouth cousin to the 

exhibit dedicated to Fargo at the Mount Airy Museum of Regional History

Market Street Arts and 
Entertainment District

Grab a craft beer at one of two breweries on the street, Thirsty Souls 
Brewing and White Elephant Beer Co.

Midsummer Brewing, is a couple of miles away on the Andy 

Enjoy a glass of wine with dinner at Old North State Winery

Mountains at Round Peak Vineyards and Serre Vineyards

A local distillery, Mayberry Spirits

Round Peak Vineyards

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC



Mount Airy Events

TOWNS

FEBRUARY
Tommy Jarrell Festival
Honoring the life & music  

MAY
Budbreak Wine  
& Craft Beer Festival
Wine, beer, food & music  
on Main Street
MAY
Mayberry Farm Fest
Celebrate agriculture with food, crafts, 
music, displays & tractor parade on Main

JUNE
Mount Airy  
Fiddlers Convention
Old-time and bluegrass  

JUNE
Peach Festival at

 

SEPTEMBER
Oktoberfest at the Orchard
German beer, brats, music & more

SEPTEMBER
Mayberry Days
Celebrate all things Mayberry

OCTOBER
Autumn Leaves Festival
Dozens of craft vendors, plus 
music, food & fall foliage

NOVEMBER
Mayberry 5K, 10K & Half Marathon

Mayberry Days Autumn Leaves FestivalBudbreak Wine & Craft Beer

33 YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

A Movies, concerts, live radio broadcasts, and instrument 
and dance classes are regularly scheduled at the historic ball in 1990 by the Surry Arts Council, which continues to own and 

The Earle Theatre: Mount Airy’s Center for the Arts

Dinner on Main
Outdoor Adventure  
Festival & Expo

Concert in the Park

Downtown Dining

Hot Nights Hot Cars

Family Fun

www.pilotmountainnc.orgA Mountain Vibe All Year
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T
from a textile manufacturing hub to a haven 

as winery hopping through the 

Downtown sits at the 
convergence of three major 
trails: the Overmountain Victory 
National Historic Trail, the Yadkin 
River State Blueway Trail, and the 
NC Mountains-to-Sea Trail, which 

This collection of trails, along 
with other trails created by the 

as Carter Falls located on a one-mile 

well as the spillway dam on the Elkin & 
Alleghany Rail Trail

NC 
Trail Days Festival

Rocky 
Forest River Run and Hometown River 
Company Yadkin Valley 
Heritage and Trails Visitor Center for 

Elkin Vine Line winery 

The renovated Reeves Theater anchors 

A farm-to-table cafe operates in the lobby, 

and the state-of-the-art venue welcomes 
acts of all genres, with a focus on regional 

Twice a month, “The Martha Bassett 
Show”

includes three guest acts, mixing 
in local, regional and national 

Elsewhere along Main Street, 
several murals adorn buildings, 

and the surrounding foothills 

variety of shops and boutiques dot 
the street, including the popular 
Wisdom Table tasting room, which 
specializes in local and regional 
wine, plus North Carolina craft 

An excellent culinary option is Southern 
on Main, serving a variety of entrées and 

 

year, such as classic car cruise-ins, the 

The Best Little Trails Town in North Carolina

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Elkin, NC
EEEEExplore Elkin!EEEEE
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TOWNS

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC

Yadkin River Trail

Carter Falls Trail

Grassy Creek Winery

The Wisdom Table

Yadkin Valley Pumpkin Festival and the Reevestock music festival held at 

The Foothills Arts Center 
experiences — art exhibitions, plays, concerts and festivals — to the commu-

Each May, the Yadkin Valley Wine Festival celebrates local wine with 
Tour de Vino 

welcomed with showers, a meal and free entry to the Yadkin Valley Wine 
Festival

Slightly Askew Winery
Adagio Vineyards is close to town, yet has space for a wraparound porch 

Elkin Creek Vineyard is a pioneering winery, 

Grassy Creek and 
Golden Road Carolina Heritage, 

Skull Camp Social House 

brews ties craft beer into the winery scene; combinations have included 
 

Angry Troll Brewing 

Angry Troll

Golden Road Vineyards
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TOWNS

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Corganic vineyard in North Carolina, aims to become the 

August 2022 and believe in improving the environment by tending the 

bottles also use 82% less water to produce than glass with a much 

The cutting-edge bottles feature paper exteriors with recyclable 

to organizations supporting military veterans, environmental causes 

Carolina Heritage adheres to USDA organic standards to grow its 

Chambourcin and Cynthiana grapes, as well as muscadine varietals 

Organic Vineyard in Elkin  
Sets Sights on Full Sustainability

Elkin Events

FEBRUARY
Elkin Brrfest

APRIL-OCTOBER
Food Truck Fridays

MAY
Yadkin Valley Wine Festival

JUNE
NC Trail Days
Three-day celebration of all things 
trails

JUNE 
Elkin Roots Music Fest

JULY
FreedomFest
Celebrate the Fourth with

AUGUST
Reevestock Music Fest

SEPTEMBER
Yadkin Valley Pumpkin Festival

food & vendors

DECEMBER
Light Up Elkin

activities

Reevestock Music Festival Yadkin Valley Pumpkin FestivalYadkin Valley Wine Festival

38Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC

Civic leaders in Pilot Mountain have 
elevated their tourism messaging 
by embracing the highly visible 

central to the experience at Pilot Mountain 
 not only for what it is, 

but also for what it represents – an 
outdoor playground of more than 

country when the perfect blend 
of mountains, trails, streams and 
forests exists in the rolling foothills 

Pilot Mountain State Park falls 
into two sections – the mountain 
section and the river section

The mountain section includes the 

provides wonderful panoramic views to people 

The river section, 20 minutes south of the 
-

ing trails, paddle-in campsites, a picnic area 

Horne Creek Farm
This living historical site demonstrates what 

Southern Heritage Apple Orchard and learn 

More adventure awaits just east of Pilot 
Mountain, where Carolina Ziplines

appropriately named Pilot Knob Park golf 
club, a semi-private layout with views of the 

People sometimes refer to the town as 

-
tain is a smaller town with antiques 

Sip a cup of joe at Main Street 
; enjoy a sandwich with 

friendly service or search for trea-
sures at the Mount Pilot Country 
Store

at The Tilted Ladder, a favorite 

Three stops on the Surry Ground 
Steak Trail are right in town – All 

Sauced Up,  and Cousin 

Follow the aromas to sweet treats at Liv 
For Sweets

Main Street hosts noteworthy events 
throughout the year, including the beloved 

Reach New Heights with a Visit to Pilot Mountain

Pilot Mountain, NC
Eat • Shop • Stay • Play



TOWNS

Pilot Knob Park Golf Club

Main Street Coffee

Pilot Mountain State Park

Cousin Gary’s

Hot Nights, Hot Cars

Twice a year, once in the spring and again in the fall, Pilot View Vintage 
Market

JOLO Winery & Vineyards, an upscale winery, pours award-winning reds, 
whites and rosés made from European varietals inside an elegant tasting 

End Posts, serves a tapas-style menu that 

Pilot Mountain Vineyards

31 acres of vines and a window-walled tasting room, the winery is a wonderful 
place to while away an afternoon sipping dry, European-style wines and 

After a few days of adventure and indulgence, a visit to the Art of Massage 

Pilot Mountain Vineyards
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–Continued from page 38

APRIL
Outdoor Adventure
Festival & Expo
Three days of outdoor events,
gear expo, cycle race & more

APRIL
Spring Pilot View Vintage Market

 

MAY
Mayfest
Three-day festival with  

JUNE
Pilot Mtn. Pig Out

JUNE-OCTOBER
Hot Nights, Hot Cars
Monthly cruise-in on Main 
with regional beach bands

SEPTEMBER
Foothills Dinner on Main  

OCTOBER

Downtown glow party  

NOVEMBER
Fall Pilot View Vintage Market

 

NOVEMBER
Deck the Halls
Holiday shopping with 
activities & Santa Claus

The impressive array of outdoor activities in Pilot 

Horse owners saddle up for rides on the Corridor Trail 

bridle trail through hardwood and pine forests of Pilot Mountain 

The Sauratown Trai

the year, except during deer hunting season from mid-November to 

Two Top Trails for Horseback Riding 
are in Pilot Mountain

40Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC

Pilot Mountain Events

Mayfest Hot Nights, Hot CarsLet’s Glow Crazy
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Dobson is the birthplace of the 

in 2003, which now includes about 
45 wineries, including 18 along the 
Surry County Wine Trail

winery, Shelton Vineyards in 

owned estate winery in North 

the property is home to Harvest 
Grill, a farm-to-table restaurant, 
and the nearby Hampton Inn & 
Suites Shelton Vineyards, the only 
Hampton Inn in the nation with a 

Dobson has attracted several wineries since 
Haze Gray 

Vineyards and Hidden Vineyard are boutique 

Stony Knoll Vineyards
Farm that carries on its agricultural legacy 

These three wineries are in close proximity 

to one another, lined up along a four-mile 

Surry Community College in Dobson 

acre teaching vineyard and state-of-the-art 

Surry Cellars
The Fisher River

Fisher River Park has 

or jogging trail runs along the river, and 

Mitchell River
rainbow and brown trout for delayed-harvest 

Dobson Square Park charms visitors with 
a popular splash pad, as well as a 
playground, picnic shelters and a 

In late December and early 

As the Surry County seat, 
Dobson balances its governmental 
responsibilities with a down-
home atmosphere and scenic 

In April 2022, the national Hungry 
for History program recognized 

along the Surry Sonker Trail, which includes 
eight restaurants that serve the dessert 
daily, including the Harvest Grill at Shelton 

Another Surry County delicacy, the melt-

Birthplace of North Carolina’s Premier Wine Region

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Dobson, NC
Vineyards • Cabins • Trails
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TOWNS

Rockford General Store

Mitchell River

Dobson Splash Pad

Stony Knoll Vineyards 

North Carolina Ground Steak Festival 
Central 

Café on North Main Street is one of 11 stops on the Surry Ground Steak Trail
South of town, the historic Village of Rockford

Rockford General 
Store has been part of the village since the late 1800s, and it remains 

Haze Gray Vineyards

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC

Harvest Grill at Shelton Vineyards



Dobson Events

MARCH/APRIL
Vineyard Stomp 5K
Scenic run thru the  

APRIL
Dobson Spring Folly
Food, games & fun in  

APRIL
British Car Show

 

MAY
Running the Vines 5K/10K

followed by food, music, wine

MAY-SEPTEMBER
Movies in the Park
One family movie monthly  

JUNE
NC Ground Steak Festival

AUGUST
Mercedes-Benz Car Show

 

DECEMBER

Fine dining & dance party

DECEMBER-JANUARY
Skating in the Square

I
The program shines a light on foods across the nation that unite and 

table food for the rural population since they had access to all the 

Not only can visitors to Dobson drive by the sign on West Kapp 

#Sonker Sign: Snap a Photo at Dobson’s Newest Landmark
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Running the Vines 5K/10K Skating in the SquareBritish Car Show

TOWNS

If your vacation involves a furry family 

hit the Grassy Creek Trail
a-half trail meanders through pine forests 

before ending at Grassy Creek Vineyard & 
Winery

Jones von Drehle Vineyards & Winery
Meanwhile, the NC Mountains-to-Sea 

Trail
beer lovers can detour to the pet-friendly 
tasting room at Angry Troll Brewing. Another 
downtown stop is The Barkery

Pilot 
Mountain State Park Pilot Knob 
Trail

No pet will want to miss a visit to The 
Grand Pup Resort Hotel & Spa

K-9s and felines, from specialty grooming 
services to large suites for pets and green 

After a spa treatment at the resort, visit 

The Dapper Hound boutique to purchase 
the latest pet fashion accessories, along with 

courthouse and jail beside 
Station TV 
Land Andy & Opie Statue

Shelton Vineyards in Dobson is a must-

Mayberry Courthouse

Tail-Wagging Good Times
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The Best Travel Companions Often Have Four Legs

Round Peak Vineyards

THINGS TO DO

Pet-Friendly Lodging
The Yadkin Valley website makes it easy 
to identify lodging spots that welcome 
pets. Look for the paw print beside 
the name of the 
accommodation, or 
scan this code to see 
only pet-friendly 
options.

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC



Blue Ridge Craft Trail
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THINGS TO DO

Artists and crafters bring creativity 
and authenticity to the places they 

Blue Ridge Craft Trail, one 
of several aligned trails throughout Western 

As visitors travel the trail they meet 

Foothills Arts 
Center and Yadkin Valley Fiber Center

John Furches Gallery

Furches transfers the natural world — birds, 

The November Room brings together multiple 

Shop for home decor, craft items, jewelry and 

is 

In Mount Airy, the Surry Arts Council cele-
brates local artists, musicians and hometown 

building houses the  

operates the Earle Theatre, Old-Time Music 
Heritage Hall and Blackmon Amphitheater

A favorite stop in Mount Airy is the 
Whittling Wall

sculptures of notable local artists, musicians 

Explore the Area’s Rich History of Craft and Creativity

Mount Airy’s Whittling Wall

John Furches Gallery Yadkin Valley Fiber Center

Get Crafty With Us
    The Blue Ridge National Heritage Area 
allows folks to customize an itinerary 
for Surry’s Blue Ridge Craft Trail. 
Scan the code to 
go to the itinerary 
builder, then select 
your favorite craft 
locations and other 
points of interest.

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949

Experience agriculture, history and 
unexpected curiosities at these Surry 

Horne Creek Farm, a state historic 
site near Pilot Mountain, demonstrates what 

volunteers plant crops, bring in the harvest 
and prepare for winter the same way it was 

history at the Richard Gwyn Museum

items and photographs tell bits and pieces of 

Mount Airy Museum of Regional History 
also recounts stories of the past, as well as 

 in Mount 

The Farm in Dobson invites visitors to 

include barnyard animals, a barrel train, jump 

Minglewood Farm and Nature Preserve in 

awareness about native ecology and the local 

Mt. Airy Museum of Regional History Mingelwood Farm & Preserve

Museums & Agritourism
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Six Great Spots for a Fun and Educational ‘Field Trip’

The Farm in Dobson

THINGS TO DO

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC

Horne Creek Farm



THINGS TO DO
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Cedarbrook Country Club, Elkin
Enjoy the country club experience on this 

semi-private course designed by Ellis Maples, 

challenging, but fair, and rates highly with 

Cross Creek Country Club, Mt. Airy

The course was renovated and redesigned in 
 

-
ened several holes for modern play, while 
adding accents of traditional golf architecture 

The par-72 course measures around 6,900 

Pilot Knob Park, Pilot Mountain
Another country club that welcomes non-

Its calling card is a picturesque layout that 

not overly long, measuring 6,225 yards from 

-

are composed of heat-tolerant zoysia grass, 

A Trio of Courses Provides Country Club Access to All

Cross Creek Country Club

Cedarbrook Country Club Pilot Knob Park

Yadkin Valley Tee Party
Interested in teeing it up in wine 
country? To learn more about these  
three country club experiences, as well 
as other golf courses 
in the region, scan 
the code.

YadkinValleyNC.com • 800-948-0949 48

Market Street Arts District 
Breweries, Mount Airy

When the sun goes down
and daylight ends, a  

different type of Yadkin
Valley adventure begins

Surry 
After 

Sunset

Live Music at Reeves 
Theater, Elkin

Blackmon Amphitheatre 
Concerts, Mt. Airy

Hot Nights, 
Hot Cars, 

Pilot Mtn.

Dearly Departed 
Ghost Tours, 

Mt. Airy
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Play Hard, Rest Easy
Lodging Options to Please a Variety of Travelers

– BED & BREAKFASTS –
A Mighty Oak B&B
Pilot Mountain, North Carolina
Purpose-built inn with four large 
suites, mountain views and daily 
breakfast from adjoining farm.
AMightyOakBedandBreakfast.com
336-325-3285

Heart and Soul B&B
Mount Airy, North Carolina
Upscale inn with six spacious 
guest suites and gourmet 
breakfasts. Walking distance  
to downtown Mount Airy.
HeartnSoulBB.com
336-789-0126

Pilot Knob Inn & Cabins
Pilot Mountain, North Carolina
Romantic bed & breakfast inn 

spacious suites, six cabins and 
one cottage.
PilotKnobInn.com
336-325-2502

Rockford Inn
Dobson, North Carolina
Antebellum house in historic 
Rockford community. Choose 
from three suites or entire house. 
Breakfast not included.
RockfordInn.com
336-469-4601

Six28 House B&B

Renovated boarding house 
near town. Comfy rooms and 
chef-prepared breakfast daily, 
timed to your schedule.
Six28House.com
336-530-4080

– HOTELS –

brand and ‘Award of Excellence’ 
recipient. Modern guest rooms, 
indoor pool/hot tub.
Marriott.com/intje
336-353-2008

Hampton Inn & Suites 
Shelton Vineyards
Dobson, North Carolina
One of the top-rated Hampton 
Inns and the only one with a 
wine bar. Shuttle service to 
nearby Shelton Vineyards.
HamptonInn3.Hilton.com
336-353-9400

Hampton Inn Mount Airy
Mount Airy, North Carolina
Hotel has 125 updated guest 
rooms and several spacious 
suites. Amenities include indoor 

HamptonInn3.Hilton.com
336-789-5999

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
Mount Airy, North Carolina
Four-story hotel is walking 
distance to restaurants. 
Amenities include indoor pool, 

IHG.com/holidayinnexpress
336-719-1731

Mount Airy, North Carolina
Located near shopping and 

breakfast, outdoor pool and 
whirlpool tubs in select rooms.

336-789-2000

Three Trails Boutique Hotel

Beautifully renovated historic 
building converted into a 14-
room boutique hotel on Main 
Street in Elkin.
TheCarolinaExperience.com
919-893-4424

– INNS & MOTELS –

Mount Airy, North Carolina
Budget-friendly motel located 

king rooms.
Booking.com
743-333-2432

Bryson Inn
Mount Airy, North Carolina
The inn has 59 guest rooms and 

just nine miles from downtown 
Mount Airy.
BrysonInn.com
336-352-3400

Comfort Inn
Mount Airy, North Carolina
King and queen rooms with 
complimentary breakfast served 
daily. Amenities include indoor 

ChoiceHotels.com
336-783-0008

Econo Lodge
Pilot Mountain, North Carolina
This 56-room property is 

Highway 52. Amenities include 
outdoor pool.
ChoiceHotels.com
336-368-2237

Elk Inn

Elk Inn provides cable TV and 
free Wi-Fi in every room. Some 
rooms have microwaves and 
refrigerators.
MotelElkInn.com
336-835-7780

Knights Inn Mayberry
Mount Airy, North Carolina
Conveniently located to the 
Mayberry attractions. Amenities 
include outdoor pool, high-speed 
internet access.
RedLion.com
336-786-8387

Mayberry Motor Inn
Mount Airy, North Carolina

motor court with outdoor pool, 
gazebo and walking paths on 
property.
MayberryMotorInn.com
336-786-4109

Surry Inn
Dobson, North Carolina

was renovated in 2019. Centrally 
located to all attractions in Surry 
County.
SurryInn-Dobson.us
336-366-3000

Hampton Inn & Suites, Dobson
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We’re probably not going out on a limb by 
guessing you have a backlog of time o�.

How do we know?
The average American worker �nishes each 

year with nine unused vacation days.
This year, don’t be that person. Visit the

Yadkin Valley instead.

Sitting on a Backlog of Vacation Days?

Let Us Help With That.

HIKING • KAYAKING • CYCLING • WINE TRAILS  
YadkinValleyNC.com



Tourism Partnership of Surry County 
200 North Main Street 
Mount Airy, NC 27030 
 
336-786-6116 

YadkinValleyNC.com JOLO Winery & VIneyards 

Facebook & Instagram: @YadkinValleyNC

JOLO Winery and Vineyards, Pilot Mountain


